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Human Rights: the Mayas of Guatemala

Grade: 11 to Adult
This unit would be appropriate for Spanish or
social studies classes.

Objectives:
The student will
--gain a basic understanding of the history of Mayan human

rights in Guatemala
--understand something about the present situation in
Guatemala

--acquire an empathy for immigrants to the U.S. from Latin
America and elsewhere.

--realize that people around the world are still fighting and
dying for the rights we. often take for granted

--begin to understand that language plays a more important
part in one's life than people realize.

- -try to relate their newfound understanding of the Maya's
situation to that of the minority group(s) of their own
locale.

Strategies and Materials:
This unit will be carried out using a variety of media and teach-
ing techniques. Students will read and discuss background
information, they will view a film as well as teacher-generated
slides, they will listen to tapes and view written samples of
Mayan languages, they will translate, from Spanish to English,
part of a children's book about indigenous human rights
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Human Rights: The Mayas of Guatemala

I. Students will read the introductory chapter to the book
Unfinished Conquest, The Guatemalan Tragedy by Victor
Perera. (copy attached)

Study Questions and Vocabulary: (Answers may be written out
or discussed orally, or both)

1. In what specific fields of knowledge did the Mayas have an
especially advanced civilization?

2. What happened to hundreds of Mayan books? Why?

3. What is the Popol Vuh?

4. Where did the Mayas go after they abandoned their earlier
sites?

5. How many Mayan linguistic communities exist today?

6. Whose name has become "synonymous with the bloodiest
chapter in the Conquest of the Americas?" Why?

7. How did Alvarado exploit the Mayan groups to conquer
them?



8. What did the Mayas believe when the saw the Spaniards on
horseback?

9. What group of Mayas mounted the earliest form of guerilla
warfare against the Spaniards? What was one of their
techniques?

10. More Mayas died from disease than from warfare,
according to the author and others. What were some of the
diseases brought to the New World by the Europeans?

11. What social hierarchy was established in Guatemala that
still exists today?

12. How have the Mayas maintained many of their ancient
beliefs and customs?

13. In 1541, the Guatemalan capital was moved to what city?

14. What were three characteristics of the colonial era that still
persist today?

15. How was labor provided once the land was divided into
haciendas?

16. Who was instrumental in the abolition of the encomiendas?
What was his attitude toward the indigenous peoples?

17. Describe repartimiento, which replaced the system of
encomiendas.



18. What was the effect of congregaciOn?

19. "The large landowners of Guatemala represent less than
percent of Guatemala's population but control over
percent of the arable land."

20. What activity "is at the heart of the Maya's conception of
himself?"

21. What were the results of Justo Rufino Barrios' abolishment
of hundreds of Mayan land titles in the 1870's?

22. What did the vagrancy laws of 1934 require?

23. What are the first, second and potential third chapters of the
conquest of Guatemala's indigenous population, according
to the author?

24. What has been the cost in lives of the war in Guatemala that
began in the early 60's?

25. The outcome of the war might have been different if the
three main guerilla organizations had been able to do what?

26. What were the first real signs of peace in Guatemala?

27. What is one result of the war as far as land is concerned?

28. What has been a surprising religious outcome of the war?
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29. Who is Rigoberta Menchii?

30. What is the proper terminology to refer to indigenous
people?

Vocabulary - Find the meaning for the following Spanish terms
in the reading:

1. altiplano 10. repartimiento

2. criollo 11. congregacion

3. ladino 12. latifundistas

4. caciques . 13. milpas

5. principales 14. desaparecer

6. costumbre

7. cofradia

8. haciendas
hacendados

9. encomiendas
encomendero
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 b
e
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ra

de
sm

en
, m

un
ic

ip
al

 o
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 m
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l t
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 c
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l l
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re
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f t
ra
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.
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 o
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 p
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 c
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 p
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f p
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el

l a
s 

in
 ti

m
es

 o
f w

an
t, 

is
 a

t t
he

he
ar

t o
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at
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t c
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 p
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 o
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 o
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 p
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av
el

ed
 m

or
e 

th
an

 a
 fe

w
 k

ilo
m

et
er

s 
fr

om
 th
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 c
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t b
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 r
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 d

e 
A

lv
ar

ad
o.

 T
he

 "
Li

be
ra

l R
ef

or
m

er
's

" 
la

st
=
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m
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 c
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 m
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 b
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t d
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 d
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 d
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t r
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 m
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ad
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 p
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 p
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 p
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 r
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 c
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at
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l c
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 c
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 p
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l c
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a
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 c
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 d
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 d
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pr
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 C
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m
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 d
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 o
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at
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at
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 c
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w
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.
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e
te

na
ci

ty
 a

nd
 r

ut
hl

es
sn

es
s 

of
 th

e 
la

di
no

 m
ili

ta
ry

 o
ffi

ce
r 

cl
as

s,
 w

hi
ch

ha
d 

be
en

 te
m

pe
re

d 
by

 fi
ve

 c
en

tu
rie

s 
of

 s
ub

se
rv

ie
nc

e
to

 c
rio

llo
 la

nd
-

ow
ni

ng
 e

lit
es

.
T

he
 fi

rs
t r

ea
l p

ro
sp

ec
t o

f a
n 

en
d 

to
 G

ua
te

m
al

a'
s

w
ar

 a
ro

se
 w

ith
th

e 
E

sq
ui

pu
la

s 
P

ea
ce

 n
eg

ot
ia

tio
ns

 h
el

d 
in

 G
ua

te
m

al
a 

in
 1

98
6 

an
d

19
87

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
au

sp
ic

es
 o

f P
re

si
de

nt
 C

er
ez

o.
 T

he
 fi

ve
 C

en
tr

al
 A

m
er

-
ic

an
 p
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 b
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II. Students will read and discuss the Introduction (pages x-xvii)
and Chapters IV and VII of I Rigoberta Menchu. (copy
attached)

Discussion Questions:

Introduction (pp. x-xvii
1. What does the author mean when she says that Rigoberta

Mench6 "speaks for all the Indians of the American
continent"?

2. Discuss the importance of language to Rigoberta's people
and to Rigoberta herself

3. What is Rigoberta Menchta fighting for?

4. What are the staple foods of Guatemala? How did food form
a bond between the author and Rigoberta?

5. Discuss the irony of the following statements: "The ladinos
have adopted many features of the indigenous culture . . .

They inevitably use the native cultures of Latin America to
proclaim their otherness and have aways tended to adopt the
great monuments of the Aztec, Mayan and Incan pre-
col umbian civilizations as their own, without ever
establishing any connection between the splendors of the
past and the poor exploited Indians they despise and treat as
slaves."
(View travel brochures and ads to illustrate the point)
(copies attached)
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h er IV "F inc Li e in the Fin a"
(pp. 21-27)

1. Describe Rigoberta's first memories of traveling to the finca.

2. Who are the caporales? What is their position?

3. Describe how the workers are fed.

4. How does the cantina operate?

5. How do the overseers cheat the workers to make more
money?

6. Explain how Rigoberta and her people "voted."

e

Chapter VII "Death of Her Little Brother in the Finca.
Difficulty of Communicating with Other Indians"
(pp. 38-42)

1. What problems did Rigoberta's mother encounter in burying
her brother's body? What was the result?

2. How did the community help them?

3. How did language compound the problems the workers
faced?

4. How do the overseers rob the workers of their rightful pay?

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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 m
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y'
s 

w
or

k.
 Y

ou
're

 to
 le
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ny
 p

ay
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o
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he
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 d
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 d
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 m
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se
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 d
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 d
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e 

tim
e

co
m

es
 to

 g
o 

ba
ck
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A
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e 
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m
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ill
ag
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w
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t
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ve
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 w

or
ry
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ut
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ow
 w
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re
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et

tin
g 
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r 
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t a
ny
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t,
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ve

n 
w
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e 

ar
e.
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e 

di
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kn
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re
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ou
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w
e 

di
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kn

ow
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he
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e

w
er

e 
or
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y 
m

ot
he

r 
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't 

ev
en

 k
no
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e
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er
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in
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ut
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e 
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e
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y
m

ot
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 m
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w
e
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 m
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 p
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 d
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t p
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 s
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t b
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 m
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 b
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 d

id
n'

t w
an

t t
o 

se
e 

us
 r

ou
nd

 th
er

e 
ag

ai
n.
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 d
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 b
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 d
ie

d 
an

d 
th

at
w

e 
ow

ed
 a

 lo
t o

f m
on

ey
. M

y 
fa

th
er

 a
nd

 m
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 s
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 m
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 c
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 b
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 d
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he
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 d
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 c
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 fi
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en

 d
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w
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ki

ng
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fin
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ne
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f m

y 
ea
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es

t
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pe
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 m
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t d
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. C
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 m
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e

A
lti

pl
an

o.
 J

an
ua

ry
 a

nd
 F

eb
ru

ar
y'

ar
e 

th
e 

m
on

th
s 

w
e 

so
w

 o
ur

 c
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 m
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 c
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f c
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fe
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st
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l.b
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fin
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e 
w

ay
s 

in
 w

hi
ch

 th
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 m
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w
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n
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nt
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e.
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 c
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he
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f c
of

fe
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 c
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 d
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ng

 p
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e 
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ra
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e 

w
or

ke
rs

 in
 th

ei
r 

vi
lla
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 p
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 c
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t d
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 c

an
tin

a 
st

ea
ls

 fr
om

 th
em

 to
o.

 It
 c

on
tin

ue
s 

un
til

th
e 

la
st

 d
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e 
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 c
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 c

ot
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 d
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 d
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 c
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fe
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 d
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 d
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al

 b
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e
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he
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e.
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 d
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 b
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 d
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 c
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e.

 T
hi

s 
w

ay
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be
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il
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ha
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 to

' s
pe
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 m
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in

g 
up
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ith

 c
ot

to
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is

 d
iff

er
en
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ut
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er

y 
di
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to
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he
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or

k 
is
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he

n 
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se
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an
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. F
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t '
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nd

' i
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n
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e 
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er
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ce
ly
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ro
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ed

 to
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th
er

, b
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 to
 p

ic
k 
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n 

th
e 

br
an

ch
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n 
w
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 b
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 p
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w
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 m
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, c
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f m
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e 

fin
ca
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 p
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f m
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, c
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f b
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 m
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 p
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cokchiquel, mam y kekchi, son hablados par
vorias comunidodes indigenas. En casi todas
as areas turisticas, Ia mayorio de hoteles y
algunos restaurantes se habla ingles.

Demo raffia

Guatemala cuenta aproximadamente con 10
' millones de habitantes. Un alto porcentaje
pertenece a los 21 grupos mayas que °On

Iconservan el patrimonio cultural 'egad° por sus
ancestros. mientras que los habitantes de la costa
Caribe recuerdan sus raices afrocaribeas.

.4)
La Constitution guatemalteca garantiza

' lidetca de culto. La religion prevaleciente
es :a cc:toiice roman°, pero existe una cierta
tenciencio hacio el cristianismo evangelico.
4;cunas comunidades" indigenas aCm

.]oroctican una combination de catolicismo
or rims precolombinos.

GcLiernc

La Republica de Guatemala es una
aemocracia cuyo gobierno se encuentra

vidido en tres organismos: el Legislativo,
e' Eiecutivo y el Judicial. Esta dividida en
22 subdivisiones administrativas Ilamadas
ceoartamentos. los cuales. a su vez, eston
,L;cciividicios en municipios.

_CA2101116

c; care es el principal product° de la economic,
per° ei turismo. en los Ultimos arias, se ha
.cc-,r;venido en el recurs() con el segundo lugar
c:e importancia roam captor divisas extranieras.

De cuciquier manera, la agricultura es un
componente importante de la economic. El

r

t

= etitt
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pals produce y export° azitcar, bananas, frutas,
vegetates, flares y cardamomo.

Adicionalmente, Guatemala ha desarrollado
fuertes industrias dedicadas a Ia maquila de
ropaizoductos electronicos, asi como a Ia
man ra de muebles y de productos enlatodos
y su industria petrolera este] creciendo
rapidamente.

Transporle
<>1040

Los buses urbanos y rurales le Ilevaran a
cualquier lugar que desee ir. Para necesidades
especioles, existe alquiler de automoviles,
buses, taxis, aviones y barcos.

De Compras

Guatemala es un buen lugar paro
comprar textiles, madera tallada
plata, joyeria de jade y muchas otras
artesanias. Los productos de mayo-
demand° son las coloridas telas
tejidas a mono. Muchos poblados.
como Chinautla, Son Luis Jilotepeque
y Rabinal, producen bellos y baratos
objetos ceramicos. El Mercado
Central en la ciudad de Guatemaic
y el Mercado de Artesanias, cerco
del aeropuerto, ofrecen una amplia
selection de artesanias. Algunas
boutiques ofrecen row con diserios.
contemporaneos, 'aclOrnada .con
motivos indigenas tradicionales.
Mercaderia producido localmente.
de alto calidad y marcas de
renombre internacional pueden
conseguirse en muchas tiendas.

incluyendo las del Centro Comercial Los
Proceres, Galerias La-Pradera, Plaza Cern=
y Gerninis 10, localizados en Ia Zona 10 de
Ia ciudad, y en Peri-Roosevelt.

Comunicaciones
g Servicio Posfai

TELGUA, Ia empresa de telecomunicaciones
guatemalteca ofrece servicio de telografo, telex,
fax y Ilamadas intemacionales, con un horario
de 08:00 a 19:00 horas.

Las oficinas postales o de correo en todo el
pals estan abiertas de 09:00 a 17:30 horas.

r
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!nga un encuentro cara a cara con una
u 1 ro antigun que aon conserva sus
:.: mbres y tradiciones ancestrales. Mas
e 2C grupos etnicos indigenas de
,uotemala le permitiron descubrir y
1, villarse con tradiciones y valores
E idos en nuestra cultura moderns.

ercados coloridos. la pompa y el esplendor
e bs procesiones de Semona Santa, las

Jnificas olfornbras de aserrin rflores que
)rman parte de ella, las muchas
e-e.raciones pasadas de generation en
E aracion y la magia, el carisma y la
1..iiialidad de la gente guatemalteca,
aguramente tocaran su corazon.
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explosion de color y
oducidas en Guatemala

s mercados rebosan con
tecnicas transmitidas

Ariesanias cle
la amplia selection de artesanias
es asombrosal

genuinas obras de arte.ton disefios
de generacion en generaciim.
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Madera, jade, textiles, barro y metales preciosos son moldeados
por las manos de los mayas contemporaneos, quienes continOan
con las tradiciones de sus creativos ancestros.

2 .

Venga y aprenda el arte del "regateo" en nuestros mercados
;,)=x4,aasiquies9Joellos4objefos ,artesanales a precios increibles.
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The Official Visitor Guide to Guatemala
Compliments of the Guatemala Chamber of Tourism and tne Guatemala Tourist Commission.
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...the heart of the Mayan World,
an exotic and colorful country.
We invite you to ;?::perience
Guatemalan traditions. nur natural
beauty and extraordinar:: cuisine.

a 1r the warmth of oar people
at--a Hotei where you will find rooms
with luxurious decorations and

lia's Royal Service. Enjoy the
derful view in the panoramic

ftturant `fCelajes" and take a break
ecta ttrfazLdim

14 -; ..=," 6

.

- .._.,..ravQr.---

,:i..:.,.iiir: ,..,,,,,A1-,3..1;..-

,
Melici GUCTSMala
Spa & Convention Center

Av. Ls, Aniricas 9-08. Zan 13 Zp Cock 01013 GuatanalaCemalAmerica

Phone: 1502) 339-0666 / Reservations Fax: (502) 361-2529
Sales Phone: (502) 361-2535 / Sales Fax: (502) 332-6686
www.iasamericashotel.com E-mail: lasamericas@guate.net
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...that you sursiy wII wait:
to keep intact.

As far as your imagination takes you.
Any type of delivery, anywhere in the world.

CZ :3' 1-1Z71=
WORLDW/DEEXPRESS

YOUR NAME IN GOO
;.

7a. AY. 242, Zona 9. Phones: Customer Service: PBX: (502) 332.3023.
. -
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ED HANDS.

Administration: (502) 334.3038. fax (502) 334.1619:1.?"5
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[sfruciuras Meiblicas, Puerfas,

Porfones. Baicones, Barandas,

Vidrieras, Lamparas, foroles,

Candelauros, Maceferos, Rosefas,

fachones, Bisagras, Goznes y

fodo lo concernienfe al ramo

de Hierro forjado.

Francisco Vielman Figueroa
Calle Real de Jocotenango

21:1 Sacatepequez

0 First Class Service

0 Telephone. & Fax

0 Indoor Parkin.;
0 Private Bath
0 Hot 11'ater-24 ars

o ('able. \
O 1::rt-tmact:

o P,..oin service

O Pool

O 4iiiirO3ble Rates

Credit Cards Accepted
Free Continental Breakfast
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CAFE CONDESA
.-,HOMEMADE DELECTABLES

Omelette'i.-Pancakes. French Toast. Quiche.
Soups. Salads. Cakes. Muffins. Pies.

Expresso & Cappuchino
Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

-a BeaJtoui Coioniai House and garden on the west side of

, Central Park. inside Casa de Conde ..
3,fr. Tel::812;0179. MCNISA-

.VISIt.01../R,CAFE-CoiJbESA:EXPRESSES
-EL PORTAL EL jAULON-':JAIDES. S.A.

- The best way IP GO"
iCao.oucnino,..Slusnes Sodas :krtuffins.I.Croissants Donuts

6:45 a.reto.7:45:0,in.
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.1 Hotel

..,;SINCE.1987

0PenliDays:ei'Week

. :....1=Z.7.7721SISZZITC22===fid...

!Women% Clothing"-;"

Fabric-by-the-yard.

Placemats & Napkins

Ceramics & Pottery

Gift Items

;Jewelry, .
4kandblovign;GlatS-,

Come.:-Shans Sdili us antiguan nights in a
very pleMentsindeoionial environment.
Etgoy the undic of la Sin Vents= Hotel:

Single-morn,
Double roam
Triple morn
Junior Suite

L vga,` h-the head or Antigua we offer you the
best Vida3113nd Ince.matIonai food._LA

ora.crleba:Yvu Can enioY -noY
=tinned or international chink end the .

-. =b Antigua's highlands...
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PaintedWood

6:46.'Aita:,.No.1 Antigua.. Tel 8324684" Fax::0213690.
(1rttlOClinortti:of the CathedralwalkIng:away frcniffie;MtCsano)

It

i4-

(Casa ttE zits
:.;Sriebializing .

indigenous: weavings
j eihte I FolIcArr'4

- Textiles , - Pottery
7 Ceremonial MasIcS,:_Musical Instruments

Jewelry - Wooden Figurines

"For the discerning shopper"

4a. Avenida Sur No.11. Antigua Tel/Fax: (502) 832-0792
(Just three blocks south of the Park)

Internet: wwwoloauate.correcasadeartes
E-mail: hermesintd.guate.net
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ncient Treasures
The Lost World. Discover among the thick

tropical forests of El Peten, the legacy of the Maya
civilization temples and palaces, covered through
centuries by jungle growth, today appear before,
your eyes in the foremost archaeological area of
the Americas.

"gua, Yaxha, Ceibal, Mixco Viejo, Abaj
Takalik, names as exotic as the Maya cities or the
toucans and spider monkeys which guard the
secrets learned from the stars and the gods.

One of the most wonderful things about
Guatemala is that you can livein the past and the
present at the same time. .Our. living; 'cultures
practice their ancient beliefs liketheir ancestors
did, lust in front of your eyes, every single day.
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III. Students will view and discuss the film "El Norte." This
film was recently re-released for general viewing. (See attached
information)

Things to consider as students watch the film:

1. Where does the story begin?

2. When Enrique follows his father, his father speaks to him
about the native people's situation in Guatemala. His words
are very important. What does he say?

3. Why are the workers killed?

4. Notice the use of the family's native language.

5. Notice that there are some differences in the Spanish you
hear in the film vs. the Spanish you have learned in class
(i.e. the use of yai instead of, as well as a difference in the
informal command forms).

6. Notice the symbolism in the film:
a. round things (make a list)
b. spider caught in web
c. mother's necklace
d. doors
e. native flute music
f. Rosa changing clothes before the journey
g. fish in the basket
h. father's hat
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What others can you find?
How do these symbols add meaning to the story?

7 What compromises do Rosa and Enrique make to survive
in the outside world? (Rosa resorts to stealing, they sell
their mother's necklace, Enrique works as a waiter and
becomes "Ricky," Enrique considers leaving Rosa to work
in Chicago.)

8. Define: coyote
La Migra
pisto - lana
pocho
chicano

9. Contrast expectations vs. reality in the film.

10. Contrast Rosa and Enrique's life in Guatemala vs. that
in "El Norte," both positive and negative aspects of each.

11 Rosa and Enrique do encounter kindness in some of the
people they meet. What are some examples? (their coyote,
Nacha, Mrs. Rogers, the doctor, even Moctezuma to some
extent)

Notice the importance of language in the film.
(Rosa and Enrique are bilingual, they escape from the
border patrol by using a language ploy, Enrique gets
promoted because he learns English quickly, Rosa needs
Nacha to communicate for her at the hospital.)



13. Nacha tells Enrique, "Rosa se puede morir, pero tu, ya
estas muerto." (Rosa may die, but you are already dead!"
What does she mean?

14. Discuss what Rosa means when she says "No hay lugar para
nosotros." (There's no place for us.)

15. What is the significance of Enrique's situation at the end
of the film.? (Recall his father's speech at the beginning of
the film about "strong arms." And notice that he puts on
his father's hat.)

16. Discuss the meaning of all the circular symbols in the film
after viewing the ending.

17. Have your attitudes toward minorities and/or immigrants
changed as a result of seeing this film? In what way?
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executive profiles

.-ARTISAN ENTERTAINMENT ACQUIRES DOMESTIC
RIGHTS TO CLASSIC AMERICAN INDEPENDENT FILM,

EL NORTE.

Landmark Film To Be Screened at Stindance With Plans for Fall '99 Re-Release

Sundance Festival: Park Cit). UT (January 24.1999) -- Artisan Entertainment has acquired
all donicstic rights to the 1984 Oscar-nominated American independent classic El Norte.
The film. which Artisan plans to release this Fall. was written by Gregory Nava and Anna
Thomas and was produced by Thomas and directed by Nava. The movie -- which received
enormous critical acclaim when first released -- w.as originally distributed by Cinecom
Ini,:rnational. and the acquisition of El None reunites the film with Artisan Entertainment
President .Astir Malin. who was the President and CEO of Cinecom during the film's
original release. A special screening of El None will be presented at this year's Sundancc
Film Fcsii al on Sunday. January 24.

\\ itii ;1,:colacles that ranged from being hailed as a masterpiece to being called "the first epic
the histor of .American independents." El None played for over one year in New York

and Los Angeles during its initial theatrical run. The film depicts the heroic talc of Rosa
and Enrique. a brother and sister whose parents were killed in a war. as they endure a
trca,:herotis journe to reach the American border and begin a new life in "El None."the
I 'lined Suites. Notably. El None's gripping story led to it being the first the American
inci,:pciident film to receive an Oscar nomination (for Best Original Screenplay). More'.

The Artisan theatrical re-release will be earmarked primarily toward a Latino audience. a
d,:mographic large]) untapped during the original release of the film. In addition. Artisan
;)i:hi re- release a state-of-the-an version of El Norte for the home video and MO
markets The company's dedication to Latino audiences had been illustrated earlier with the
,:onipan's acquisition of Alejandro Amcnabar's psychological thriller Open Your Eyes.
starring Pent lope City and Eduardo Noriega 11. as well as:Wim Wenders' upcoming concert
do,:unwniar. The Buena Vista Social Club. Wenders! film.chroniclesi.the4friendship of the
ome of the greatest names in the history of Cuban music music from the 30's and 40's and
their recent celebrated sell-out concerts in Amsterdam and New York's Carnegie Hall in the
Spring of 199x.

"The life that El Norte has had. and the way the film has continued to move people over the
;:an is xer gratif ing to me and Anna." said Nava. "Unfortunately the situation depicted
in El None has only gotten worse over the years and so in a way the story of Rosa and
Enrique is more topical today then when it was first released. Anna and I are excited that a
e,11J1c. new generation of filmgoers will have a chance to see El Norte on the big screen." "In
an era ;\ here the Latino population and language are so much a part of U.S. culture. El
None is more relevant than ever." said Malin. "We are proud to have acquired these rights
and believe that the triumph and hope that is portrayed in the film will resonate to audiences
of ;Ill ethnic backgrounds. Personally. I am happy to be in business again with Greg and
Anna."

In addition to its Oscar nomination. El None was named to the U.S. Library of Congress

htto://www.artisanent.com/html/com/pre/pr012499b.html 2/21/00
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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National Registry of Culturally Significant Films in 1995.

Other top honors include:
Winner of the 19S4 Grand Prix des Ameriques Award at the Montreal Film Festival
Writers Guild of America nomination. Best Original Sereenpla

;nut's Film Festival. Official Selection
1111:1'2.C11 Foundation. Imagen Award for Best Feature Film

Film Festival. Colon dc Oro

[lie El None a;:quisition was brokered on behalf of Gregor \ Nava and Anna Tboina,
Ken Kaffillic of IC\l and by Amir Malin and Jerem Barber on behalf of Anisan
Untenamment

Emenainment Inc.. is a diversified entertainment compan that specialties nt the
.2lopment. production. acquisition. marketing and \\ orld-\\ ide distribution of qualit

featiire-length motion pictures. The company is comprised of four key groups: Artisan
Pictures Inc.. Artisan Home Entertainment Inc.. Artisan Television and Artisan
International Artisan Entertainment Inc. controls a librar of more than 6.300 titles \\ Inch
ntclnic the res:entl added the Spelling Entertainment Group catalogue of films anti
Terminator 2. Judgment Day. Reservoir Dogs. Dim Dancing. Total Recall. The Piano and
the Nuc,:::ssful Rambo series of films. as well as a library of widely recognized children's
programming under the Family Home Entertainment brand. The company 'minimills offices
tit t.o, Angeles. New York and Dallas.

c...10110 . \rtisan l'i.:turcs \ II

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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El Norte (1983)

Directed by
Greitory Nava

Writing credits
Greizory.Naya
Anna Thomas .(1)

Page 1 of 16 -

Mrsaalukuil.....a..ct.
Buy Related:

I Al
Sounchmcks

Books
Auctions
zShops

amazon.com
nommenesp

Genre: Drama (more)
User Rating: y,, -11 T. 1«, 11k T., 7.5/10 (191 votes)
(vote Here) -

Plot Summary: Mayan Indian peasants, tired of being thought of as
nothing more than ... (more)

User Comments: THE BEST MOVIE MADE (more)

Cast overview:

Zaide SilyiaGutierrez
David Villalpando
Ernesto GOmez Cruz ..

Lupe Ontiveros
Trinidad Silva
Alicia del Lag°
Abel Franco
Enrique Castillo
Tony Plana
Diane Civita
\like Gomez (1)

Rosa Xuncax

.. Enrique Xuncax

.. Arturo Xuncax
... Nacha

Mocte
Lupe Xuncax
Raimundo

Jorge
Carlos

.. Alice Harper
Jaime

rest of cast listed alphabetically

Sergi Dagliana Olinto

http://us.imdb.com/Title?0085482
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Your Vote J (vote)

You need to be a rel.:Istercd
user of the IMDb to rate a
movie

r;:%:t,FV',Ff't".'n7N;V.'Frn'tgM

1 have seen this movie
and would like to submit a
comment

.....

Stand Out
Critical and popular
favorite American Beauty
stood out at this year's
Golden Globes as the
only film to win in mutiple
categories. Be sure to
check out the Official
American Beauty Web
Site, where you'll find a
large library of photos,
complete cast info,
including interviews, and
even e-cards with images
from the film.

Giuseppe Furia

Palo. Hende

Christina Kokubo

Georile O'Hanlon

Sabina Vannucchi .... Rosa
Eraclip Zepeda .... Pedro

(how More

.... Requiem
Dilvo

.... English teacher

Runtime: USA 139
Country: t..,!$,N -

Language: Spanish / English
Color: Color
Certification: USA:R / UK: 1

User Comments:

Paul_ ( I ikpablito.com)
Long Beach, California

Date: 11 December 1998
Summary: THE BEST MOVIE MADE

This film portrays the plight of 2 illegal immigrants, as
they flee to the U.S. from Guatemala. But this movie is
much, MUCH more than that. It cuts through all the
stereotypes and attitudes the socially and economically
privileged harbor against the foreigner. You need not
know English or Spanish to understand this movie,
because you feel everything so completely through the two
main characters.

Anyone with any heart at all will enjoy this movie. With
typical latin fatalism, this movie illustrates how people
must sometimes bear the unbearable, because they have no
other choice.

Check for other user comments.

I've seen this movie and would like to comment on it

Message Boards
Discuss this movie with other users on
IM.iDb inessaue board for El Norte t I Q83)

Recommendations
If you like this title, we also recommend...

http://us.imdb.com/Title?0085482

Platoon t 1080
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IV. Students will divide up into pairs or small groups to
translate, from Spanish to English, short passages from the
children's picture book entitled "Nosotros y Nosotras Tambien
Tenemos Derechos." ( "We Have Ri2hts, Too") (copy attached)
Then. students will reunite as a class to share what they have
translated in the order presented in the book. If there is time,
they might want to color the pages they translated. (Even high
school students still like to color!)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Nosotros y nosotras tambien
tenemos derechos
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Presentacion

En el ambiente guatemalteco de hoy, mucho se habla de .

as derechos humanos, especialmente de los derechoscle
los ninos y ninas.

Nosotros y nosotras tambien tenemos derechos, es un
pequeno libro de lectura dirigido a estudiantes de la escuela
primaria bilingue, cuyo objetivo es lograr que el nino y la nina
se vayan enterando de sus derechos a traves de lecturas
sencillas y faciles de comprender y, al mismo tiempo,
despertar el interes por la lectura y la escritura en su Iengua
materna,

Este libro se caracteriza por presentar textos sencillos, lOxico
conocido y un contenido que se refiere a coda uno de los
derechos y algunos de los deberes de los ninos y las ninas.

Se sugiere que el use de este libro se complemente .con
lecturas individuales, lecturas en grupo, que sirvan como
referencia para dialogos y reuniones con padres de familia
y maestros.

Tambien puede estar este libro de lectura en la biblioteca
del aula para que los ninos y ninas lo utilicen de manera libre.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Tenemos derecho a la vida.
Por eso, la vida de nosotros y nosotras

debe ser protegida.
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Tenemos derecho a tener un nombre.
Cuando papc5 y mama seleccionen nuestro nombre,

deben inscribirnos en el Registro Civil.
Puede ser un nombre maya o cualauier otro.
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-Tenemos derecho a tener una nacionalidad.
Nadi en la comunidad lingOistica Mom;

por eso, soy parte del pueblo maya.
Los mayas son parte de Guatemala;

por eso soy guatemalteco.

9



1

. Tenemos derecho a vivir en un lugar sano,
donde haya &boles,

donde todo sea alegria.
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No podemos vivir
donde haya mucha basura ni

donde haya mucho ruido.
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Tenemos derecho a ser iguales:
Los ninos y ninas garifunas,

los ninos y ninas ladinos,
los ninos y ninas mayas,
los ninos y ninas xinkas.



Tenemos derecho a la salud.
No debemos permitir que la enfermedad nos invada.

Y si nos enfermamos,
que nos lleven at Centro de Salud.

'
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. Tenemos derecho a alimentarnos bien, y
si estamos desnutridos, nos deben alimentar.
Debemos corner varias clases de verduras.
Debemos corner granos: frijol, arroz, maiz...

buen maiz para hacer ricas tortillas.
Tambien debemos corner frutas: duraznos, manzanas, naranjas, etc.
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Podemos jugar en la casa con nUestros hermanos
y en la escuela con nuestros companeros.

A troves del juego, aprendemos a compartir
y a respetarnos unos a otros.

tit 713
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Tenemos derecho a conocer nuestra cornunidad MaM:
6CuOntos hablan Mam?

,Cual es su territorio?
,Que cites tiene?

tCuales son sus costumbres?



Tenemos derecho a conocer Guatemala:
su territorio,

su flora y su fauna,
su produccion,

sus pueblos y sus habitantes.



Tenemos derecho a conocer la historia,
tanto Ia de Ia comunidad Mom comoIa de los ladinos, los garifunas y los xinkas.



Tcrrnbien nosotros, los ninos y las ninas especiales,

tenemos nuestros derechos.
Somos especiales los ninos y las ninas

que no podemos ver,
que no podemos hablar,

que no podemos caminar.
Somos especiales, pero podemos

it a la escuela y ayudar
a nuestros padres en muchas tareas del hogar.



Nos deben proteger contra las drogas y Ia violencia:
el cigarro nos afecta Ia salud;

si nos pegan, nos entristecemos;
si nos discriminan, no participamos;

si hay pleitos en casa, no crecemos felices ni sanos.



Tenemos derecho a que nos atiendan
antes que a todos lOs demos

cuando hay terremotos,
cuando hay huracanes,

y cuando hay inundaciones.

1



Muchos ninos y ninas trabajamos
y ayudamos a nuestras familias

a ganar un poco de dinero.
Pero nos deben dar solo el trabajo que podamos hacer para

que asi tambien tengamos tiempo' para jugar y estudiar.



Hay leyes que nos protegen.
El gobierno debe dar a conocer nuestros derechos

a las familias, a los patronos y a las instituciones
para que entre todos se construya el ambiente

que necesitamos los ninos y.las



r
Ninos y ninas tenemos derecho a participar

en Ia escuela,
en Ia comunidad

y durante los juegos.



Tenemos derecho a conocer y practicar los valores

y la cultura de nuestros padres.
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Tenemos derecho a vivir en paz:
queremos un pueblo

donde no haya discriminacion,
donde no hayan guerras,
donde no haya pobreza,

donde no haya ignorancia.
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Debemos respetar a nuestros padres y
saludarles todos los bias.
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Finalmente, tenemos la obligacion de ayudar
para que Guatemala viva en paz.
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V. Students will view teacher-generated slides from Guatemala
and discuss such topics as daily life, housing, education,
subsistence farming, religion, markets, textiles, and language.

VI. Students will listen to part of a tape of one of the twenty-
one Maya languages just to get a feel for the sound of it.
The tape is titled "Junp'iit Maaya" ( "A Little Bit of Maya"),
and it includes the alphabet, common phrases, and a few songs.
(copy of accompanying booklet attached)

They will also have the opportunity to see and compare the
Spanish version and the Kaqchikel version of a children's story
called "Ixkab, the Little Girl who Reached the Stars and
Happiness."
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AP/IMMIX

A LITTLE BIT Of MAYA

This audio and accompanying written text
for beginners of the Yucatec Maya language

was produced, copyrighted
and made available

(with funds provided by the
United States Department of Education)

by
The Outreach Office of

The Duke-University of North Carolina
Program in Latin American Studies

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
1995
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PREFACE

Jun P'iit Maaya - A little bit of Maya has been an ongoing project of the Outreath
Office of the Duke-University of North Carolina Program in Latin American StudieS for over
two years. It was created because of an actual demand on the part of that large public
engaged in all things Mayan. Many students, and community members, who are not able
to take the Duke-UNC Program's Summer Intensive Introductory Course in Yucatec Maya
nor able to enroll in a Maya language course in a nearby college or university, call our
offices asking for a beginner's language tape. These people travel to the Yucatan
peninsula, entertain Maya visitors in their US communities, or just want to know what Maya
sounds like. This tape is for those and others who may find that "a little bit of Maya" takes
them a long way or who, perhaps fascinated by the language, decide to pursue it further.

I would like to thank everyone who worked hard at various stages of this project.
First of all my thanks to the four "voices" - Barbara MacLeod, Refugio Vermont Salas,
Gretchen Whalen and Robert Howren who spent hours helping to write the material used
and more hours inside a studio recording it. Thanks to Miguel Gtliemez for editing the
material and checking and rechecking the Maya, to Todd Marshall for typing the text, to
Silvia Gonzalez for her layout and design and to Jerry Markatos for his endless hours of
recording, editing, and looking for the perfect nuances to make this educational cassette
the best we could collectively produce.

Sharon S. Mujica
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
September, 1995
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MAYA ALPHABET

The alphabet used in this text is as follows:

CONSONANTS:

Undlottalized: Glottalized:

b
ch ch'

k k'

m
n

P'

t t'
ts ts'
w
x
y

(d, f, g, and r are borrowed from Spanish, in other words, we use these
consonants to write Spanish words introduced into Maya).

VOWELS:

V (Neutral) a e i o u

V' (Glottalized) a' e' o' u'
W (High long) ea" ee ii 6o Ciu

W (Low long) as ee ii oo uu
V'V (Rearticulated) a'a e'e o'o u'u

117



The following are some expressions and words which will be useful to

students and travelers to the Yucatan Peninsula and Belize. (The Maya

expression will be given _first, then the English, then the Maya again.)

1. Bix a beet?
How are you?

2. Cheen beya' // chan ma'alob // tooj in wool.
So-so // okay // I'm feeling good.

3. Bix a klaaba'?
What's your name?

4. Tene' Refugio in k'aaba'.
As for me, my name is Refugio.

5. Kux teech?
And you?

6. Jach ki'imak in wool in wilikech.
I'm very happy to see you.

7. Beyxan teen.
Me too.

8. Ba'ax ka beetik?
What are you doing?

9. Cheen taan in xook // p'o' // janal // paak // je'elel.
I'm just reading 11 washing // eating //weeding // resting.

10. Tu'ux a taal /1 tu'ui a kaajal?
Where do you come from? // Where is yourhometown?

11. Tene' Jo' in taal // Tene' Jo' in kaajal.
As for me, I'm from Merida // As for me, Merida is my hometown.

12. Naach wa Jo' waye'?
Is Merida far from here?
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13. Ma' seen naachr // chan naach.
Not very far// quite far.

14. Tu'ux yaan junpieel restaurant?
Where is a restaurant?

15. Bix u ya'ala'aI casa ich Maya?
How is "house" said in Maya?

16. Tu'ux ka bin?
Where are you going?

17. Taut in bin xiinbal // maan II lawik // tin wotoch.
I'm going walking // shopping // to the square // to my house.

18. Bix u k'aaba' le maako'?
What is that person's name?

19. Lelo' Juan u k'aaba'.
His name is Juan.

20. Ko'ox janal // uk'ul // meyaj // baaxal // Ook'ot // Yucatan.
Let's eat /I have breakfast /I work / /play // dance // go to Yucatan.

21. Ko'oten waye' Julio.
Come here, Julio.

22. Jayp'eel ja'ab yaan tech?
How old are you?

23. Tene' 20 ja'ab yaan ten.
Me, I'm 20 years old.

24. Tsiaaten junp'iit ja' // janal // ts'aak // uk'ul // sa'.
Give me a little water // food /I medicine // to drink (or breakfast) // atole.



MORE VOCABULARY

1 bak' meat 41. nikte' may flower
2. ba'ax what 42. no'oj right/correct
3. ba'al thing 43. nojoch big
4. ja' water 44. nook' clothing
5. jats'uts nice 45. p'ook hat
6. k'aaba' name 46. bcioch' shawl
7. k'ab hand/arm 47. k'uchul to arrive
8. maan shopping 48. bin to go
9. maan pass by 49. taal to come

10. ma' no 50. maak person
11. naj house 51. xiib male
12. waye' here 52. xch'uup female
13. xanab shoe 53. xch'uupal girl
14. bej road 54. ko'olel , woman
15. beya' this way 55. xaman north
16. beyo' that way 56. nojol south
17. lela' this one 57. lak'in east
18. leti' he/she/it 58. chik'in west
19. letio'ob they
20. peek' dog NUMBERS:
21. miis cat 1 jun one
22. teen /// am 2. ka'a two
23. teech you/you are 3. oox three
24. te'ex y`a///ysall are 4. kan four
25. beetik to do 5. jo'o five
26. meentik to do 6. wak six
27. te'ela' in this place 7. uk seven
28. te'eio' in that place 8. waxak eight
29. k'iiwik square/plaza 9. bolon nine
30. chital to lie down 10. lajun ten
31. chilen lie down 11. buluk eleven
32. ko'oj expensive 12. ka'alajun twelve
33. koonol selling 13. ooxlajun thirteen
34. ko'ox let's go 14. kanlajun fourteen
35. ko'oten come 15. jo'olajun fifteen
36. to'on welwe are 16. waklajun sixteen
37. k'oja'anen I'm sick 17. uklajun seventeen
38. k'oja'anech you're sick 18. waxaklajun eighteen
39. k'oja'anil sickness 19. bolonlajun nineteen
40. lool flower 20. k'aal twenty

This is the correct Mayan Equivalent of 1-20. However, today the Maya use the Spanish numbers

beginning with four.



INVENTIONS

These represent translations in the Maya of the names of modern or introduced
inventions. They are not in wide usage except as humorous expressioni.

tsiimin k'dak'
(horse) (fire)
locomotive literally "fire-horse"

kiis buuts'
(fart) (smoke)
automobile literally "smoke-fart"

balak' t'iinchak ook
bicycle literally "roll, kick, pedal"

xt'in k'danil paax
guitar literally "stretched -string instrument"

u nu'ukul ch'a' oochel
camera literally "instrument for taking images"

naachil e'esaj oochel
television literally "faraway display of images"

TON6UE TWISHRS

Ts'o'ok wa a ts'aik u ts'ook u ts'aak le ts'uulo'?
Have you given the master his last medicine?

J xiik ts'onta'ab u sak bak'el u tseem ch'oom yciold u igleesiail Dzan.
The vulture was shot in the chest over the church of Dzan.
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Prophecies

These prophecies are part of the Maya oral tradition and have been passed
down through many generations.

Ba'ax kun uuchul ti' u
kaajil Maayapaan?

Le jajal k'uj ku taal te' ka'ano'
cheen tu yo'IaI k'eban bin t'aanak.
Cheen k'eban ken u ka'ansej.
Jach k'asa'an wiinik u ajk'atuno'ob.
Jach k'asa'an u ajts'its'ik peek'o'ob.

Nu'ukbesabae'ex a muk'yajte'ex u
kuuchil ootsilil, ku taal ta kaajale'ex.
Tumen le k'atuna' u k'atunil ootsilil.
U k'atunil ba'ate'eI yeetel k'aas.

Biin k'uchuk u k'iinil u yu'uba'aI u t'aan
juntuul maak kex tu piktanil naachil yaan.
Teche' ki' kulukbalech ta wotoch than
a wu'uyik u t'aan ba'ale' ma' than
u paajtal a wilik tumen jach naach yaan.

What is going to happen to Mayapan?

That true God who comes from heaven
only about sins he will speak.
He will only teach about sin.
His warriors are very bad people.
His mean dogs are very bad.

Be prepared to suffer that
poverty which comes to your town.
Because this next twenty year period,
it will be twenty years of poverty.
Twenty years of fighting evil.

There will be a day when you will be
able to hearsomebody speaking even.
though he's thousands of miles away.
You'll be pleasantly sitting in your house
hearing him speak but you won't be

able
to see him because he is far away.

6
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1. Ola Barbara.
Hi, Barbara.

2. Ola Refugio, ki'imak in wool in wilikech.
Hello Refugio, I'm happy to see you.

3. Beyxan teen. Tu'ux ka cheen bin?
Me too. Where are you going?

4. Tam in bin xiimbal.
I'm going walking.

5. Tene' taan in bin ts'a xook.
As for me, I'm going to teach.

6. Than a bin ts'a xook? Ba'ax ka ka'ansik?
You are going to teach? What do you teach?

7. Maaya kin ka'ansik.
I teach Maya.

8. A wojel wa tu'ux ku ko'onol iipilo'ob ye'etel p'Ook?
Do you know where huipiles and hats are sold?

9. Ma' in jach ojeli'. Ba'ale', in tuklike' te' to noj najil ku koonolo'ob
yani'.
I don't really know. The thing is, I think they're at that big store; they might
have them.

10. Uuchak wa a tsolik ten bix je'el u paajtal in bine'e'?
Could you explain to me how I can go there.

11. Je'ele'. Ya'ab wa ken a mani'?
Sure: Will you buy many of them?

12. Ma' jach ya'abi'. Kex ooxp'eel.
Not very many. About three.

13. Utia'al a buukint wa teech?
Are they for you?

I 2 3



14. Junp'eele' intia'al teen. Junp'ee le' utia'aI in kiik yeetel junp'eele'
utia'aI u kiik u yiicham.
One is for me. One is for my sister and one is for her husband's sister.

15. Kux hiun p'ook?
How about hats then?

16. Lelo' miin cheen junpseei ken in mani'.
I-think 1'11 just buy one of them.

17. Je'elo' ma'alob. Xeen te' juntoja'.
O.K. then. Go this way straight ahead.

18. Jach junto] kin bin?
I just go straight ahead?

19. Le ken k'uchukech te' tu'ux ku tu'uxta'al ts'iibbil ju'uno', ka tse'elel to
xno'oj.
When you arrive there at the post office, you turn to your right.

20. Naach wa te' tu'ux ku tu'uxta'al ju'uno'?
Is it far from the post office?

21. Ma' naachi. Le ken k'uchukeche', chika'an.
Not far. When you arrive there, you will see it.

22. Wa bixe', kin k'datik ti' wa ma'ax te'elo'.
In case, I'll ask somebody there.

23. Lelo' beyxan, pero in tuklike' ma' than a sa'atal.
Oh yes, but I think you won't get lost.

24. Ma'alob ttiun Refugio. Dios bo'otik teech.
Fine then, Refugio. Thank you.

25. Mixba'aI Barbara, ka xi'ik tech utsil.
You're welcome, Barbara. Good luck to you.

26. Beyxan teech.
To you also.

End of Side I
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PARTS OF THE BODY:

pool, jo'ol
u tso'otsel pool
chi'
ni'
k'ab
pu'uch
ook
ich
in wich
plix
xikin

C

ANIMALS:

HERE ARE SOME USEFUL WORDS:

head
hair (of the head)
mouth
nose
hand or arm
back
foot
eye or face
my eye or my face
knee
ear

kaax chicken
t'eel rooster
mils cat
peek' dog
tsiimin horse
wakax cow
kseek'en pig
uulum turkey
ti ul rabbit

chiich
suku'un
iits'in
kiik
aabil
ilib
ja'an
paal
chaanpal
chaanbal
xch'uup
xch'Oupal
xlook'bayan
ko'olel
xiib
xi'ipal
taankelem

maak

wiinik

b

COLORS:

sak
chak
boox, eekl*
k'aank'an
ya'ax
ch'ooj

white
red
black
yellow
green
blue

*boox is the modem word for
"black." eek' is archaic for "black,"
but its modern meaning is "dark,"
or "dirty."

d

FAMILY:

grandmother
older brother
younger sibling
older sister
grandchild
daughter in law
son in law
child
baby
baby
female
girl, unmarried woman
older girl, young woman
woman, married woman
male
boy
young boy, young man,

teenager
man, person of either
gender (people)

man or person
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Ola xunian.
Hello lady.

Ola, bix a beef?
Hello, how are you?

Cheen beya', kux teech?
So so, and you?

Beyxan teen. Bix a k'aaba'?
Me, too. What's your name?

Tene' Refugio in k'aaba', kux
teech?
As for me, my name is Refugio,
and you?

6. Tene' Barbara in k'aaba'.
As for me, Barbara is my name.

7. Jach ki'imak in wool in
k'ajooltikech.
I'm very happy to know you.

8. Beyxan teen. Tu'ux ka bin?
Me too. Where are you going?

9. Than in bin jmaan.
I'm going shopping.

10. Beyxan teen. Tin bin jmaan.
Me too. I'm going shopping.

11. Yaan in manik ja'as, ch'ujuk
pak'fial, chakalja'as yeetel
junpleel oon.
I have to buy bananas, sweet
oranges, mamey and an
avocado.

12. Tene' leabeet ten p'aak, bu'ul,
iik, yeetel ixi'im.

As for me, I need tomatoes,
beans, squash, chile and corn.

13. Bajux a tuklilc le ba'ax leabeet
in maniko'? .

How much do you think it would
cost, what I need to buy?

14. Ma' seen ko'oji'. Kex $20.00
tilumben pesos wale'.
Not very expensive. Around 20
new pesos perhaps.

15. Teche' maas chan ya'ab ba'al
ken a manej?
As for you, will you buy a few
more things?

16. Chan ya'ab, ba'ale' ma' jach
ko'oj xa.
A few more, the thing is not very
expensive.

17. Tu'ux a thal teech, Barbara?
Where are you from, Barbara?

18. Tene' Estados Unidos in taal.
As for me, I'm from the United
States.

19. Ma'alob tOun pfialik in bin. Ka
xi'ik tech utsil.
Well then I guess I'll go. Good
luck to you.

20. Beyxan teech. Tu laak'
To you also. Until another day.

21. Tak to Mak' klin.
Until another day.
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TOWNS

The names of the towns in Yucatan are related with the history of each
place, and they are very descriptive. Here we have some of them:

O Jo': Five, the Maya name of Merida.

Tixkokob: Place of snakes called xleooksob very common

in Yucatan; nonpoisonous

0 Dzilbilchaltan: Written-on rock.

0 Chichen Itza: The edge of the well of the ltza.

0 Uxmal: Ooxmaal, three times.

0 Tekax: Into the jungle.

0 Saki': The white falcon (Maya name of Valladolid)

0 Acanceh: Moaning deer.

0 Oxkutzcab: Three, tobacco plant, and honey.

O Tzucacab: A portion of good soil.



soNGs

Mayabil - El Caminante del Mayab

These lyrics are the inspiration of Antonio Mediz Bolio and the music of one
of the greatest guitar players of the Trova Yucateca, Guty Cardenas (Augusto
Cardenas Pinelo).

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal
Ka bin ti' le bejo'obo'
Ti' le Ouchben bejo'obo°
U bejil Mayab...

Chilunktin ka wilik u k'aak'il
U xiik' juntOul Xtakay
Ka wilik yeetel aaksab,
U leetsebal yich Xkookay.

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal
Ka wu'uyik ok'om k'aay
U k'aay chan ch'ooj Tsuutsuy
Ka wu'uyik yel u yawat
Junt6u1 Pu'ujuy.

) 0 )

Lyrics: Antonio Mediz Bolio
Music: Guty Cardenas Pinelo
Trans.: Refugio Vermont Salas

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal
Ka bin ti' le bejo'obo'
A'al ten wa to wilaj
U chikpajal...

Bey junp'eel sasak mtiuyal
Jtaale' ka jka'a binij
WA xan ta wusuy junp'ael k'aay
Je'ebix u k'aay ko'olel.

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal
Te' yOoksol xan in beelo'
Sak muuyal tin wilaj
Tin wu'uyaj xan le k'aayo'
Juntilul ootsil maaken.

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal.
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Kin wa'alik ti' tech - Te vengo a decir

)

This song is a translation in Maya of the song "Te Vengo a Decir," "I'm coming

to Tell You" in Spanish. It is sung in the evangelical churches of Spanish

speaking countries.

Kin wa'alik ti' tech
Kin wa'alik ti' tech
Kili'ich ajlojil
Jach in yaamaech
Jach in yaamaech
Tu jaajil in wool.

Kin wa'alik ti' tech
Kin wa'alik ti' tech
Jach u jaajilil
In yaamaech yuntsil
In yaamaech yuntsil
Tu jaajil in wool.

Tene' tak in k'aay
Tene' tak in k'aay
Ty6olal ki' 6olal
Tak xan in wok'ol
Tak xan in wok'ol
TyOolal ki'imak 6ol.

Kin wa'alik ti' tech
Kin wa'alik ti' tech
Jach u jaajilil
In yaamaech yuntsil
In yaamaech yuntsil
Tu jaajil in wool
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Ootsil chichan chillchi - The Poor Little Bird

This song speaks about a little bird who wants to get married but he was.very poor

and when he said this, different kinds of animals came to help him. The little fish

that was at the edge of the ocean answered that he would give him money for the

wedding. The cow that was in the field said he would give the bread or the cake.

The caterpillar on the leaf of the plant would make adress. The cardinal that was in

a branch of the ramon tree answered that he would give the ornament for the

bride's hair. The armadillo, who was under the ground, told him that he would give

the music.

Ootsil chichan ch'iich'
U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)I u beel
Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik
Mina'an u taak'nil
Ku miukik chan kay
Yanil tu jfial ja'
Uuchuk .ts'o'okol bee!
Teen ts'aik u

Ootsil chichan ch'iich'
U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)I u beel
Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik
Mina'an u waajil
Ku nuukik xnuk wakax
Xaklik ti' chak'an
Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel
Teen ts'aik u waajil

Ootsil chichan ch'iich'
U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)I u beet
Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik
Mina'an u nook'iI
Ku nuukik chan xnook'ol
Tak'lik tu le' xiiw
Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel
Teen ts'aik u nook'il.

Ootsil chichan ch'iich'
U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)I u beet
Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik
Mina'an u siintail
Ku miukik xchak
Tuchlik tu k'ab box
Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel
Teen ts'aik u siintail

Ootsil chichan ch'iich'
U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)I u beel
Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik
Mina'an u paaxil
Ku miuklk chan weech
Yanil yfianal lu'um
Uuchuk ts'o'okol bee!
Teen ts'aik u paaxil

Ootsil chichan chinch'
U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)I u beet
Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik
Jach mixba'al yaan ti'
Ku naukik ba'alche'o'ob
Yaanil ti' yiax klax
To'one' ki'imak k ool
To'on ts'aik tulaakal.
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VII. Students will read and discuss two poems by Humberto
Ak'abal, an indigenous Guatemalan poet. The two poems are
"And Nobody Sees Us" and "The Mecapal."

Y NADIE NOS VE

La llama de nuestra sangre arde,
inapagable

a pesar del viento de los siglos.

Callados,

canto ahogado,

miseria con alma,
tristeza acorralada.

iAy, quiero llorar a gritos!

Las tierras que nos dejan
son las laderas,

las pendientes:
los aguaceros poco a poco las lavan

y las arrastran a las planadas
que ya no son de nosotros.

Aqui estamos
parados a la orilla de los caminos
con la mirada rota por una lagrima...

Y nadie nos ye.

AND NOBODY SEES US

The flame of our blood burns
inextinguishable
in spite of the wind of centuries.

We do not speak,

our songs caught in our throats,
misery with spirit,
sadness inside fences.

Ay, I want to cry screaming!

The lands they leave for us
are the mountain slopes,
the steep hills:
little by little the rains wash them
and drag them to the valleys
that are .no -longer ours.

Here we are

standing on roadsides
with our sight broken by a tear. ...

And nobody sees us.



"And Nobody Sees Us"
Discussion Questions
1. What is the effect of using the terms "flame" and "blood" in

the first line?

2. Explain "We do not speak . . " Why not?

3. What reality about the Maya's land does Ak'abal refer to?

4. What is the effect of the last line?

El Mecapal

Para
nosotros
los indios

el cielo termina
donde comienza
el mecapal.

The Mecapal

For
us
indians

the sky ends
where the headstrap
begins.

1. What is a mecapal?

2. For what is it used?

3. What does it symbolize in this poem?

4. What is the double meaning of cielo in the Spanish



version? How does that add to the poignancy of the poem?

5. These poems were originally written in the Maya language of
K'iche'. Compare the Spanish and the English versions of
the poems. How do they differ? Why isn't the English
version a word-for-word translation?
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Sources
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Lima, Ricardo, bckab, la Nifia que Alcamo las Estrellas y la
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